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-IN MEMORIAM 


We pay our respectful homage to the 
sacred memory of the Father of the Nation, 


Mahatma Gandhi, who died at his prayer 
meeting on January 30, 1948. He served 
the Motherland and humanity for half a 
century and led India to freedom. 








The Mahatma 

The members of the library profession of India 

(1) mourn the death of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father 
of the Indian Nation, an embodiment of the true spirit of 
India’s culture and a redeemer of humanity, 

(2) express their deep sense of anguish at the outra- 
geous termination of his life, 

(3) place on record their condemnation of the conduct 
and motive of all concerned with the ghastly way in which 
the Indian Nation has been deprived of the one visible 
souree of light on which it had to depend for fitting itself 
aright to its new status of independence, 

(4) condole with all the brother citizens of the Nation, 
the leaders who had been daily drawing inspiration from 
the Mahatma and the members of the family which gave 
him to the world, 

(5) pay homage to the soul of this apostle of univer- 
sal love and non-violence, and 

(6) pray that the soul of the Mahatma and the 
example of his selfless satvik life may for ever continue to 
redeem, purify and inspire every human-being. 

The sudden disembodiment of the Mahatma is 
symbolic of the sharp change called for in the further 
stages of India’s development. Hitherto the dominant 
objective of the nation had been to break the chains— 
political, economic and cultural—by which it had been 
bound. The only force available for the purpose was the 
impulsive one of emotion. By example and precept, the 
Mahatma canalised the emotion of patriotism and hero- 
worship and stepped it up to a terrible potential. The 
streams of emotion dissipating themselves into personal, 
regional and religious fanaticism and hatred were diverted 
and cumulated by him into a grand, irresistable avalanche 
which succeeded in breaking the chains in a manner hither- 
tounknown to history. But, alas, as even the most 
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successful snake-eharmer often dies ultimately of snake- 
bite, the Mahatma who had been charming the snake in 
man has fallen a victim to that very snake. This is in 
accordance with a well-known pattern. 

The next stage needs the slow, laborious, building up 
brick by brick, as it were—with the aid of persistent, 
continuous intellectual foree. The feeding, clothing and 
housing of the teeming millions of India can not be achieved 
by mere emotions. Knowledge of the minutest details of 
every sort of technique, the perpetual improvement of old 
techniques and the forging of unthought-of new ones in 
the pure as well as the applied regions of the field of 
knowledge, are necessary. A more thorough elimination 
of personal hatred and communal fanaticism is needed for 
this. It appeared as if only shock-therapy could purge the 
nation of the residue. Even the Mahatma’s fasts failed. 
His body itself had to be staked to produce the necessary 
intensity of shock. 

But an abysmal void has been created by this extreme 
happening. For the Mahatma would have been equally an 
adept in switching the nation on to development with the 
aid of the intellect. That benefit, we have lost. Our 
leaders have therefore to bear a greater burden and to deve- 
lope by themselves the far-sight and vision which the 
Mahatma would have induced with greater ease. They 
should evaluate education more closely then hithertofore. 
They should realise that education is a life-long process 
and that the perpetual education of the adult after leaving 
the formal school is its most effective part. This should 
make them look for a proper agency for universal perpe- 
tual education. Then only will they understand the full 
import and potentiality of library movement; this will 
make them realise the need for placing it on a statutory 
basis; and tney will be led to begin with provision for 
trained library personnel. In fact, India will need more 
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than 1,00,000 trained librarians to keep up the education 
of its adults at the level needed for her industrial, political 
and cultural development. A mere assembling of books 
or even a mere juxta-position of books and people is in- 
sufficient to transform the thought-energy stored in books 
in a potential state to an activated state which can create 
fresh thought-energy in the minds of people. A special 
technique is necessary to effect this transformation. 
Research is necessary for the continual improvement of 
this technique and intensive professional training is 
necessary to apply this technique. 

Professional training must be in three levels. The 
majority of the profession will have to do repetitive jobs 
and work under guidance ; a one year post-graduate diploma 
course should prove sufficient for this purpose. The 
leaders of the profession-those that can develop large city 
and rural library systems-need another year of advanced 
Studies leading to a Degree in Library Science. There 
Should also be provision to take the most promising gra- 
duates in Library Science through a further course in 
research leading toa doctorate. Itis from among these 
that the Directors and Deputy Directors of Libraries should 
be recruited by the States and the Chief Librarians and 
the Teachers of Library Science should be reeruited by 
the Universities. 

For some years, there may not be need for more than 
one University to provide for training at the two higher 
levels. The University of Delhi is the most appropriate 
agency to provide this training. The Union Government 
Should help its development both by financial aid and by 
influencing the Governments of the constituent States to 
take full advantage of the provision for advanced training. 
This is one of the thousands of ways in which the void 
formed by the sudden withdrawal of the Mahatma from 
the helm of affairs should be filled up. 
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e 
Mahatmaji’s Memorial 
Vv. P. KOLHATKAR, B.A., B.T., DIP. LIB., POONA, 


Mahatmaji lived mainly for two ideals. The first 
was independence and the other unity of all Indians. 
Independence he achieved but the other could not be his 
consummation. Tothat great cause he fell an oblation. 
We are his devoted followers and so we must strive to 
earry further and achieve that ideal at whatever cost it 
will. For this itis suggested that a greater portion of 
the funds to be raised should be utilized on education and 
cultivation of tolerance emanating from it. 

Evidently it follows that our effort must be focused 
on younger minds who form the future generation. All 
water will be simply waste water if poured on ageold, 
whithering trees. But if the same is sprinkled on growing 
shooting plants, green tender leafage will sprout forth. 
Then again the environment of the children will have to 
be considered. Means will differ according to and depend 
on the strength of population and its surroundings. There 
will be such categories as children of the village, children 
of the small town, ete. 

Future Planning of Education will be altogether different. 
The Schedule is to be thrown away peremptorily. That 
change 1S coming very speedily. Smaller towns and bigger 
villages are acutely needing education which will bring 
tolerance, the cry of the hour. Therefore village literacy 
campaign has to be handled by skilled and strong hands. 

Selection of Pedagogues :- In days to come books will be in 
plenty. The birch will disappear for good. And the peda- 
gogues will be put to rigorous intelligence, efficiency and 
personality tests. For it is they who are to forge the 
national, healthy impressions on the character of their 
disciples. All impressions received at school live and last 
long. And therefore selection of those to be entrusted with 
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this fundamentally important duty and national inecumbency 
will be thorough. The teacher will be a friend, a guide, a 
tutor, a preacher with a philosophy centred round national 
progress. But this teacher has to live in a village or at the 
most smaller town away from all the lures of modern 
civilization amidst which he was brought up in big towns. 
Forgetting all that he has to find for himself and bring for 
others all sort of interest in the engagementless hours 
of village life. This selflessness of his must be rewarded 
with an adequate annuity and many an amenity. For his 
discontent will be a national danger as he is the architect 
of the future generation. Goldsmiths ‘‘School-master’’ will 
no more and nowhere rule even as an exception. 

Founding of Reading Rooms and Libraries :- All educaton reaped 
at school must keep everyone intent to know world events 
and national progress. And therefore whatever the know- 
ledge culled at school, it should never lapse into oblivion. 
For that a new and very efficatious agency of edueation, so 
far viewed as a myth and therefore unheard of in schools, 
libraries and reading rooms will be installed in every town 
and every educational institutions. The popular, scholar 
premier and Edueation Minister of Bombay the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kher has rightly designed the founding of reading 
rooms and libraries all over the province. Smaller towns 
and villages, were ignorance and evil beliefs loom large, 
are very much needy and they must get this agency or 
education in the very near future. Such reading rooms 
must spread further and further in a very short while. 

Education thus reconstructed and imparted will bring 
a healthy and hearty change of outlook. Tolerance, which 
Mahatmaji preached till his last breath, will rise to be our 
Supreme guide. Torealise the fruit of this pet doctrine 
of the Mahatma, government must take certain strides in 
that direction. It will be made binding on one and all 
irrespective of religion, race, colour or language to abide 


66 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 








by certain instructions meant to bring a wholesome and 
wholesale change in the look, language and livery of the 
laymen. Certain days should gazetted as national days. 
On such days one and all will gather together in a hall 
befitting the population and mainly built for observing 
such functions. Children should occupy the front place 
where Yashwant and Yusuf, Dalwai and Dalvi, Surayya 
and Sai, Awdi and Attar, Fattu and Dattu will appear to 
be “‘Indians”’ only and nothing else. For this they will 
be elad in a nationally acknowledged and standardised 
‘‘Indian Dress’’. This dress will be distributed gratis to 
all the children in every village school. Speeches in the 
praise of patriots will be made as usual and sweets will 
be given to commemorate the function. This hall will be 
a part of a public building erected for all such national 
needs. It may be utilized for the school, for the reading 
room, for the casual or weekly prayers, for social functions 
like marriages, ete. 

As education goes on spreading the whole aspect of 
the village life will undergo a change. All good will 
result from such planned effort slowly yet most surely. 
And a new India will rise—a new India in which there will 
be no domination by an outsider, where untouchability 
and such fractions will have disappeared as evil dream, 
where only the Indian culture and civilization will have 
the amplest scope for further growth and development, 
where toleration and not fanaticism shall-be the rule of 
life, where libraries-the fountain heads from which 
gushforth all the healthy, wholesome, model reforms will 
be founded everywhere and will be incessently full of 
readers. 


Liberty is a dame exacting heavy price from her wooers. . 
—Gandhiji 
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Bapu 
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 

Nineteen-sixteen. Over thirtytwo years ago. That 
was when I first saw Bapu, and an age has gone by since 
then. Inevitably one looks back and memories crowd in. 
What a strange period this has been in India’s history and 
the story, with all its ups and downs and triumphs and 
defeats, has the quality of a ballad and a romance. Even 
our trivial lives were touched by a halo of romance, because 
we lived through this period and were actors, in greater 
or lesser degree, in the great drama of India. 

This period has been full of wars and upheavals and 
stirring events allover the world. Yet events in India 
stand out in distinctive outline because they were on an 
entirely different plane. If a person studied this period 
without knowing much of Bapu, he would wonder how and 
why all this happened in India. Itis diffieult to explain 
it; itis even difficult to understand by the cold light of 
reason why each one of us behaved as he or she did. It 
sometimes happens that an individual or even a nation is 
Swept away by some gust of emotion or feeling into a 
particular type of action, sometimes noble action, more 
often ignoble action. But that passion and feeling pass 
and the individual soon returns to his normal levels of 
action and inaction. 


The surprising thing about India during this period 
was not only that the country as a whole functioned on a 
high plane, but also that it functioned more or less continu- 
ously for a lengthy period on that plane. That indeed 
was a remarkable achievement. It cannot easily be 
explained or understood unless one looks upon the astoni- 
Shing personality that moulded this period. “Like a colossus 
he stands astride half a century of India’s history, a 
colossus not of the body but of the mind and spirit. 
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We mourn for Bapu and feel orphaned. Looking 
back at his magnificent life, whatis there to mourn for ? 
Surely to very very few human beings in history could it 
have been given to find so much fulfilment in their own 
lives. He was sad for our failures and unhappy at not 
having raised India to greater heights. That sadness and 
unhappiness are easy to understand. Yet who dares say 
that his life was a failure? Whatever he touched he 
turned into something worthwhile and precious. Whatever 
he did yielded substantial results, though perhaps not as 
great as he hoped for. One carried away the impression 
that he could not really fail in anything that he attempted. 
According to the teachings of the Gita, he laboured dis- 
passionately without attachment to results, and so results 
came to him. - 


During his long life, full of hard work and activity 
and novel adventures out of the common rut, there is hardly 
any jarring note anywhere. All his manifold activities 
beeame progressively a symphony and every word he spok: 
and every gesture that he made fitted into this, and so 
unconsciously he became the perfect artist, for he had 
learnt the art of living, though the way of life he had 
adopted was very different from the world’s way. It 
became apparent that the pursuit of truth and goodness 
leads among other things to this artistry in life. 

As he grew older his body seemed to be just a vehicle 
for the mighty spirit within him. Almost one forgot the 
body as one listened to him or looked at him, and so wherg 
he sat became a temple and where he trod was hallowed 
ground. 

Even in his death there was a magnificence and com- 
plete artistry. It was from eyery point of view a fitting 
climax to the man and to the life he had lived. Indeed fit 
heightened the lesson of his life. He died in the fullne$s 
of his powers and as he would no doubt have liked to die 
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at the moment of prayer. He died a martyr to the cause 
of unity to which he had always been devoted and for 
which he had worked unceasingly, more specially during 
the past year or more. He died suddenly as all men should 
wish to die. There was no fading away of the body or a 
long illness or the forgetfulness of the mind that comes 
with age. Wiy then should we grieve for him ? Our 
memories cf him will be of the Master, whose step was 
light to the end, whose smile was infectious and whose eyes 
were full of laughter. We shall associate no failing 
powers with him of body or mind. He lived and he died 
at the top of his strength and powers, leaving a picture in 
our minds and in the mind of the age that we live in that 
2an never fade away. 

That picture will not fade. But he did something 
much more than that, for he entered into the very stuff of 
our minds and spirits and changed them and moulded 
them. The Gandhi generation will pass away, but that 
stuff will remain and will affect each succeeding generation, 
for it has become a part of India’s spirit. Just when we 
were growing poor in Spirit in this country, Bapu came to 
enrich us and make us strong, and the strength he gave 
us was not for a moment or a day or a year but it was 
Something added on to our national inheritance. 

Bapu has done a giant’s work for India and the world 
and even for our poor selves, and he has done it astronish- 
ingly well. And now it is our turn not to fail him or his 
memory but to carry on the work to the best of our ability 
and to fulfil the pledges we have so often taken. 


—Harijan. 





If all simply insist on rights and no duties, there will be utter confusion 
and chaos. If instead of insisting on rights everyone does his duty, there 
will immediately be the rule or order established among mankind. 


—Gandhiji 
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isolation of a Mode of Formation of Focus 


S. R. RANGANATHAN M.A., D. LITT., L. T., F. L. A., 
PRESIDENT, INDIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
PROFESSOR OF LIBRARY SCIENCE, 
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI. 


The phenomenal world—in fact each phenomenon—is 
multidimensional. To comprehend it ideally, the mind 
must be capable of taking in many dimensions simul- 
taneously. Most of our primary senses have evolved to 
the stage of taking in only three dimensions. The intellect 
however is able to comprehend many dimensions. Of late, 
mathematical discipline has so sharpened intellect that it 
has just become able to reach up to the concept of infinite 
dimensions as a limit of finite ones. Humanity has at 
intervals thrown forth supermen—lIndia tradition call them 
Rishis; Frank Townshend uses the word Urthmen to denote 
a transitory type between solely intellectual men and the 
Rishis—with a mental factor—or is it supramental ?— 
different from the primary senses and the intellect and 
capable of taking in infinite dimensions directly and 
unmediated by the limiting concepts developed by the 
intellect. Modern language has not yet finalized the term 
by which this factor can be denoted. Indian tradition uses 
the epithet Arsha or Divya or Tapasa to denote it. The term 
‘mystic experience’, which unfortunately induces a sceptic 
attitude in many, appears to be the only English one which 
is gaining currency in describing that factor. - First-rate 
poets like Valmiki, Shakespeare and Goethe are able to 
communicate to intellectuals some of their ultra-intellectual 
experiences. Fully integrated persons like Jesus, 
Muhammad and Ramakrishna Parmahamsa are also able 
todo so. The works of such persons are un-analysable 
and each such work has to be treated as an ultimate class 
by itself. The Colon Classification has developed the 
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- Classic Device to make its notation represent such ultimate 
elasses. The number of works that call for classic device 
are relatively few, being indeed in the measure of the 
relatively few persons who are capable of taking in infinite 
dimensions as a whole, unmediated by the intellect. 

But the majority of the writings of to-day are of the 
intellectual variety, where each dimension is laboriously 
added on one to another and even though many .dimensions 
are in the end taken in as a whole, at the approach stages 
the different dimensions or sub-groups of them are being 
comprehended and studied severally. 

As librarians our interest is concerned with a very 
important correlate of this phenomenon. Multi-dimensional 
concepts have to be translated into multi-faceted class 
numbers. The function of the multifaceted class numbers 
is to reduce arrangement to a single dimension, because 
books have-to be arranged spatially in a line. Books have, 
in the first instance, to work on the primary sense of sight. 
Though our sight is capable of taking in three dimensions, 
we have not yet found out the technique for arranging 
books conveniently on a three-dimensional basis. I was 
led to examine this point at the instance of 8. Das Gupta 
and our findings have been described elsewhere.' We 
cannot get away from the fact that, at the present state of 
our evolution, arrangement of books has to be only linear. 
It is this factor which constricts the development of the 
artificial language of ordinal numbers, called a Scheme of 
Classification. The phase-analysis, the facet-analysis and 
the formation of foci in the facets by successive denudation 
are all means used to adapt what is many dimensions, for 
display in a single dimension for purposes of arrangement 
on shelves. 

The phenomenon that is proposed to be isolated in 
this paper is concerned with the foci in a single facet. Let 


1 RANGANATHAN S. R. Library classification: Fundamentals and procedure, 1944. 
Madras Library Association, publication series, 12. Sec. 4221. 
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uS try to reach it through examples. In the organ facet of 
medicine there are independent foci like “74 Peripheral 
nerves’’ and ‘*165 Fore-arms.’’ We can also have the foeus 
‘‘Peripheral nerves of fore-arms’’. This is of smaller ext- 
ension than ‘*74 Peripheral nerves’’. It is got by denuding 
‘74 Peripheral nerves’? on regional besis. In fact it is a 
case of Sharpening a focus by denudation with the aid of a 
co-ordinate focus in the same facet. The temptation to 
provide an altogather new uumber to represent this 
Sharper focus should be avoided; because it has been shown 
elsewhere’ that it is necessary to recognise that ** Peri- 
pheral nerves of fore-arms”’ is a Derived Composite 
Concept—derived from the two Fundamental Constituent 
Concepts: ‘' 74 :Peripheral nerves”? and ‘165 Fore- 
arms.’’ The prescription is that the translation of a 
Derived Composite Concept should ordinarily disclose in 
its numerical structure the translation of its Fundamental 
Constituent Concepts. The Colon Classification adopts 
the Auto-bias Device which preseribes ‘—’ as the symbol 
for connecting the two constituent foei—to get a sharper 
foeus out of them. In fact, the colon translation:of *‘ Peri- 
pheral nerves of fore-arms”’ ‘is 74-165. The adoption of 
this principle provides infinite hospitality in the number 
system. As anew Derived Composite Concept of this kind 
gets created, the classifler has merely to reduce it to its 
Fundamental Canstituent Concepts and use the Auto-bias 
Device to construct its number. There is no need for the 
matter to be referred to the classificationist. The rapidity 
with which new Auto-biased Foci are being developed to 
day makes the conferment-:of autonomy on individual. 
classifiers a comfort if not a necessity. Otherwise work 
will be held up in all the libraries of the world till the 
classificationist declares the number for such new foci, 





] RANGANATHAN ay ie Piitinsnie to library classification, 1937. Madras Library 
Association, publication series, 6 pp. 137-139 
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with the resulting hold-up of efficient service to those who 
are engaged in extending the sphere of knowledge in the 
minutest regions in which they are specialising at high 
tension. 

The above Auto-bias way is one possible mode in 
which two fundamental foci in the same fact can figure in 
the specific subject of a book. Another mode which two 
such fundamental foci in the same facet may figure is for 
each focus being treated independently, say in different 
chapters in the same book. For example, a book on 
Physics may have a chapter on Heat, another on Light 
and a third on Electricity, without any integral relation to 
one another. At the same time, it does not have chapters 
on the other divisions of Physics. This phenomenon has 
been denoted by the name Partial Comprehension. In the 
Prolegomena' published in 1937, I said that there is no comfo- 
rtable way of providing for all possible Partial Comprehen- 
sions. However we are now improvising the concept of 
Adhesive Symbols like + and — to represent certain types 
of Partial Comprehensions, taking the suggestion from the 
Universal Decimal Classification. 

There is a third way in which two or more foci in the 
Same facet may bind themselves to one another. They may 
So combine as to yield a new focus belonging to the same 
Array asthe Fundamental Coustituent Focii.e. co-ordinate 
in status with them—not subordinate to them as in the 
first mode described above, nor merely aggregated in a kind 
of touch-me-not manner as in the second mode. In fact 
this third mode for two foci in a facet to combine so as to 
form a third co-ordinate focus recalls to mind the analogue 
of biological fertilization and germination resulting from the 
fusion of two cells to form a third cell of the same kind. 
We had unconsciously —that is, without realising the full 
implications or the true nature of the phenomenon—impro- 


1 Ibid : pp. 144-147. 
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vised a notational device to meet such foci formed by fusion, 
in enumerating the foci in the Substance Facet of the Main 
Class ‘Chemistry’. In that facet, each element is represe- 
nted by a number beginning with. The succeeding digits— 
usually two in number—individualise the particular elem- 
ent. Now, a salt is got by the fusion of two or more elem- 
ents. In the substance Facet, the digit 4 is used to denote 
‘Salt’ in general. To represent a specific salt, the digit 4 
is followed successively by the digits which individualise 
the metallic and the non-mattalic elements whose combina- 
tion gives the salt in question. For examble,Sodium is 111 
and Chlorine is 171; Sodium Chloride is therefore, 41171. 
Here the composite focus ‘Sodium chloride’, which is got 
by the fusion of the foci ‘Sodium’ and ‘Chloride’, is co-ord- 
inate with these constituent foci. 

During the last few days, P. K. Garde, 8. Parthasarthy 
and myself have been engaged in fitting the Colon Classifi- 
cation with the necessary optional facets and enumerating 
the foci in all the facets which belong to Highway Enginee- 
ring. In the schedule for material facet, some fundamen- 
tal foci had been eunmerated. But, during the last two 
decades, Highway Engineering is being pursued in several 
countries by a corps of specialists at very great depths. 
Here improvisation of new roadmaterials, calling for the 
third mode of combination—fusion in the special classifica- 
tory sense in which we have used it above of the funda- 
mental foci already euumerated, is being frequently made 
and experimented upon. The literature on such foci formed 
by fusion is growing in volume and calls for individualising 
numbers. It is work on this class of literature which led us to 
realise the true significance of the way in which Salts were 
individualised in Chemistry. After some struggle we were 
led to recognise the similarity in the two cases and to isolate 
the different modes in which two or more foci belonging to 
the same facet may figure together in the formation of a 
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composite focus —its status relatively to that of the consti- 
tuent foci being different in the three modes. Whenever 4 
performs this function, we provisionally call it a Fusing 
Digit. This concept of Fusing Digit will, if pursued with 
circumspection, and considerably to Hospitality in Array 
and to the autonomy of the classifier i. e. his independence 
of the classificationist. 


We owe the opportunity to isolate this phenomenon 
in the formation of composite foci in a facet to the partici- 
pating manner in which tne Department of the Consulting 
Engineer to the Government of India ( Roads ) is sharing 
their documentation problems with us. Our conference 
with them has laid bare to us a full vista of no-man’s-zones 
in the borderland between Library Science on the one side 
and the various specific subjects in the Sciences, Humani- 
ties and the Social Sciences enveloping it on the other side. 
The chief work to be done in these no-man’s-zones is to 
develop the apparatus necessary for effective documentation 
work. Multi-dimensional specific subjects of great depths 
are getting created by myriads. The organisation of the 
literature incessantly poured forth by the periodicals-press 
calls for a notation eapable of individualising all such 
specific subjects and mechanising their featuring and 
maintenance in the preferred helpful order. There are 
two distinct pieces of work to be done to secure this. The 
experts in the specific Subjects should indicate the most 
helpful order of the foci of all degrees of sharpness and 
the facets involved—be they compulsory or optional. The 
library profession has to develop the necessary notational 
device to mechanise that order. These two pieces of work 
are best done and even the work of each party is better 
done on a co-operative basis. I had sensed it for long in a 
theoretical way, and I had longed to experience it in 
actuality. The excellent opportunity given by the Roads 
Department has confirmed my conjecture. It is enriching 
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classificatory technique, and Iam sure that my engineer 
friends also feel some sense of enrichment and help. 

The recognition of these new zones in the field of 
knowledge for co-operative pursuit has started only between 
the two world wars. Before that, the downpour of 
published materials and the intensity of specialisation 
leading to it were at a low level and the expert himself felt 
competent and could find leisure to do his own documen- 
tation work. The rate of output of literature has now 
transcended the capacity of any but those in the classi- 
ficatory profession to do the documentation work. Simul- 
taneously the positive pursuit Of the speciff¢ “stibject is 
getting to be too inexorable to spare the thought or the 
time of the expert for documentation. 

Thus, in our own life-time, a new region of the field 
of knowledge has appeared, calling for intensive cultivation 
by those specially desciplined in library science. This 
call is in response to the necessity for conserving and distri+ 
buting the available human resources by a Scientific division 
of labour. Our Universities should sense this new deve- 
lopment in the field of knowledge. Indian Universities 
should grasp this opportunity and become pioneers provi- 
ding scope for developing these regions. For it is in this 
field that they are having no handicap of entering the 
field later—a handicap from which they suffer in most of 
the other subject cultivated during the past century when 
we were in a state coma. India is now reviving; it is 
Spring-time now; new life is surging everywhere. I know 
that there are enough young men in our land with capacity 
and willingness to dedicate themselves to work in these 
new regions. The Indian Universities should encourage 
them to fulfil themselves by offering them inducements— 
at least the inducement of throwing open the portals of 
their cloisters for candidates for doctorate. Neither Canute- 
like haughty obstruction born out of an ignorance of the 


MARCH, 1948 TT 











appearance of the new virgin soil for research, nor benum- 
bing bigotry and conservatism which would pin eyerybody 
down, in the name of caution and logic, to the halting past 
and would refuse to see the upheavals of the present and 
the potentiality of the future, nor academic snobbery. and 
cynicism, should deny to the youth of the independent new 
India the right to enter the new zone in the field of know- 
ledge and add to the stock of knowledge in the world. May 
God bring about a wider outlook in our Universities. 





Renascence of Library Movement in India’ 
R. 8S, PARHI, wreraRian, BAI JERBAI WADIA LIBRARY, 
FERGUSON COLLEGE, POONA 4. 


The year 1948 is the year of the Renascence of Libary 
Movement in India. The Government of Madras have 
already. introduced a Library Bill. The Government of 
Bombay have established a Central Library in Bombay 
and three Regional Libraries in Poona, Ahmedabad and 
Dharawar. : 

Library Development Plan: These laudable efforts of the Pro- 
vincial Governments have inspired great personalities inour 
profession to come forward and put forth their views in the 
form of books and articles regarding the proper way of 
establishihg libraries and promoting library movement in 
our land. The latest effort in this direction is that of 
Dr. S. R. Ranganathan who has drawn an excellent picture 
of the Indian library movement in its true perspective in his 
recently published ‘‘Library Development Plan with a 
draft Library Bill for the Province of Bombay’’ (Aundh 
Publishing Trust. Sole Distributors: Padma Publications, 
Ltd. Pherozeshah Mehta Road, Bombay. Price Rs. 3/-) 

The book runs into seven chapters, viz. (1) Library, 
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(2) Library Movement, (3) Library Legislation, (4) Library 
Lay-out, (5) Library Man-power for the Province of Bombay, 
(6) Library Finance for the Province of Bombay and 
(7) Library Bill for the Province of Bombay. 

The aim of the author in publishing this book is ‘‘pro- 
vide a handbook of principles, facts and a plan for the 
Provinee of Bombay. The book is an outcome of the two 
lectures on ‘‘Library Legislation: Why, what and how”’ 
delivered by him at the University of Bombay in February, 


1946. 
Library Service in India: The special feature of the library 


service in India that requires to be developed is vividly depi- 
ected by the author thus: ‘‘If the library is made a vital force 
in India, she will be able to apply a much needed corrective 
to the library service in other lands. There the library 
is touching man, only at ihe level of mind. It is unable to 
reach the spiritin him. The combined effect of an educa- 
tional and library system, which exhausts itself in a per- 
epheral intellectual sheath of man, makes a monster of him. 
We have had two demonstrations of this in a life time. 
This can be avoided only if the school and the library, not 
only enrich the memory and sharpen the intellect, but also 
sublimate the emotion and release the Inner Spirit in man. 
The technique of making the Inner spirit function had been 
forgotten in the West. But India remembers it; India has 
still, amidst her millions, soulS who are aware at the 
spiritual level and can manipulate from there the intellect- 
ual and material levels in ‘all harmony and peace. The 
distinctive mission of Indian librarianship is to use these 
helps, still preserved in the Indian tradition and develop 
the proper technique of activating the spirit in man, and 
enrich the library profession all the world over by a know- 
ledge and demonstration of this technique’’. 

The above paragraph illustrates well how Dr. Ranga- 
nathan’s: ideas about Indian librarianship are far ahead of 
the time. 
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Blue-print of Sargent: The most valuable ‘‘Report on the 
Post-War Reconstruction of the Educatianal Development 
in India’? which is khown as the Sargent Report, has 
attempted to give a plan for the development of the human 
resources. ‘‘But it leaves off the embellishment of details 
by the time the childhood and adolescent levels are covered. 
This is unfortunate. Continuation of the cultivation of the 
human resources at the adult level is a necessity. Indeed, 
to change the future, the Sargent report spends itself out in 
laying the foundations and erecting the walls of the 
national educational edifice. It has omitted putting up the 
roof.’’ Thus the excellent national educational building 
planned by Sir John Sargent having been left without roof, 
all its walls, fioor and furnishings are exposed to the mercy 
of the devastating weather, storm and rain. So to avoid 
the expected huge national waste due to this serious defect 
in the Sargent edifice of national education, Dr. Ranganathan 
has worked out the details of the superstructure in this 
book. 

Legislation for Schools and Libraries: So Sargent Plan for the 
development of free public schools and the Ranganathan 
Plan for the development of free public libraries require to 
be integrated for the proper development of the human re- 
Sources in our country. And this can be well achieved only 
if the Provincial Governments hasten to enact at once Acts 
of Free Public Schools and Free Public Libraries. The 
Sporadic efforts that are going on at present in some 
quarters of the country will not ultimately serve the purpose 
of killing ‘‘the archdemon, Ignorance, in the first instance 
in order to burn out by irradiation of knowledge the other 
five demons sapping away the life out of the people— 
dependence, idleness, want, squalour and disease’. The 
legislation of the two Agencies of Educaiion will automati- 
cally solve the problems of Finance, organisation, and co- 
ordination of the fields of education and libraries. 
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The retarding factors: The production of the professional 
staff, the production of books in the language of the province 
in all kinds of subjects and to suit all varieties of standards 
and the erection of the library buildings and fitting them, 
including the supply of librachines—are the bottle-necks 
which will retard the development of the library system if 
not attended to properly in the very beginning. 

Professional Staff: For the production of the professional 
staff it is essential to have uniform syllabus and proper 
standardisation of methods throughout the country. The 
author suggests that the Federal Government should under- 
take the responsibility of creating the superior men of the 
profession through an advanced Federal Training Centre 
preferably in association with the University at Delhi. 
While the constituent governments should depute the 
trainees and support them, the Federal Government 
should finance this training centre and find the most able 
teachers. 

Provincial Library Finance: The sources of Provincial Lib- 
rary Finance as given by the author are the following: 

‘*1, the amount which should be provided by the 
Government for the maintenance of the Provincial 
Central Library. 

2. the grant which should be paid to the public lib- 

rarieS by the government of the Province. 

3. the amount which should be spent by the Govern- 

ment for the supply of trained librarians. 

4, the amount which should be raised as library rates 

by the Local Library Anthorities.’’ 

‘On the capital or non-recurring side; money should 
be found for the erection of library buildings and their 
equipment, including librachines. This amount will not be 
required in one year; it may be spread over about 30 years,”’ 

Financial implications of the Library Bill: The author observes 
thus: 
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‘‘There are three ways of arriving at the financial 
implications of the Library Bill: 


1. Per capita method ; 
2. Method’of details; and 
3. Method of proportion. 


Per Capita Method: ‘‘In the per capita method it is 
assumed that the government should spend 8 as. per year 
per head of adult population—6 as. in the form of library 
grants to public libraries and 2 as. to meet the cost of 
direction and the maintenance of the Provincial Central 
Library. This is determined by the salary level which 
prevails and the cost of publicaticns. It is only half of 
what is being spent in some of the Western countries. AS 
literacy and book-production advances the per capita rate 
may have to be fixed at a higher amount.”’ 


Method of Details: In the method of Details, we shall 
have to take into account the ultimate requirements of the 
Library Fund of each of the Local Library Authorities and 
of the Provincial Library Fund...It has been found from 
experience that in an efficient library system which provides 
the necessary human agency to make the public reap the 
fullest benefits from the libraries, the expenditure stands 

ually divided between the cost of the establishment on 
ide and the rest of the cost—cost of books, binding, 
| other administrative expenses—on the other.’’ 





Method of Proportion: In the method of proportion, it is 
assumed that, in conformity with what prevails in other 
lands, the library budget should be 64 per cent of the edu- 
cational budget or 1 per cent of the total budget. The 6} 
percent of the educational budget is similar to the provision 
of maintenance charges for public buildings. The educa- 
tional expenditnre is from this, point “of view, looked: upon 
as capital spent for the erection of the edifice of library in 
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the nation and the library expenditure is looked upon as the 
Sum required for annual repairs to keep the edifice in 
good condition. And yet the public library, not only keeps 
the edifice of literacy and education in good repair, but also 
puts up to it further flats, so to speak, as it contributes to 
the perpetual further education of one and all of the citizens 
of the State.’’ 

Library Bill: The last chapter gives a draft Library Bill 
for the Province of Bombay. 

According to the Bill the Minister of Education shall 
be the Provincial Library Authority and to help him in the 
discharge of his duties he will appoint a Director of Libra- 
ries who will supervise over all the Local Library Autho- 
rities in the Province, will manage the Provincial Central 
Library, deal with all matters of Copyright Act, and 
centralise all technical work such as acquisition, classifi- 
cation, cataloguing and co-ordination of the service and 
maintenance of reading materials in the public, academic, 
departmental and outlier libraries in the Province. Thus 
the bill goes on giving all the details required for organising 
a net-work of libraries throoghout a province. 


The Director of Libraries: The first step that the Provincial 
Library Authority should take is the appointment of the 
Director cf Libraries. ‘‘In view of the exceptionally heavy 
responsibilities which will rest on the first Director, he 
must be selected on grounds of the highest efficiency, com- 
petence and integrity. While the responsibility for the 
development of the library system will rest ultimately with 
the Minister of Education, the essential tasks of “preparing 
the ground for these decisions and for executing them in co- 
operatiou. with the Local Library Authorities will devolve 
on the Director. He must endeavour, within the scope of 
his functions, to integrate the activities of the whole com- 
plex of the library systems of the nation—public, depart- 
mental, academic and business library systems. It in his 
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leadership which will determine their character and 
efficiency. It is on him that will mainly fall the duty of 
creating and maintaining a team spirit in the body of 
tibrarians working in the different parts of the province. 
It will be the additional duty of the first Director to give 
she necessary inservice training to the first recruits to the 
pervice of librarians in the province. In the eyes of the 
lublic, no less than in the eyes of the library profession, he 
must embody, the principles and the ideals of the Library 
Act.”’ 


Conclusion: In this article an attempt is made to bring 
the notices of the reader some of the salient factors of the 
indian Library Movement which have been discussed by 
tho anthor in a systematic and lucid manner. It is quite 
ssential for every Provincial Government to give serious 
thought to the ideas expressed in this book and try to bring 
them in‘o actual practice as early as possible, so that we 
shall have a sound foundation for our movement; there will 
he uniformity in the methods to be followed; the problem 
‘f the co-ordination of libraries will become smooth; a good 
d-al of wastage will be avoided ; and the whole movement 
will reach the tower of prosperity like the expounding Moon 
spreading invigorating light of knowledge in every nook and 
corner of our Motherland; and developing intimate contact 
between books and readers through efficient reference 
Service and creating congenial and inviting atmosphere in 
every library. 
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EN PASSANT 


Dr. S. R. Ranganathan to visit British Libraries 


The British Council has invited Dr. 8.R. Ranganathan’ 
M.A., D. Litt. L.T., F.L.A., President, Indian Library 
Association, to visit the United Kingdom as its guest for 
two or three months this year. He will be leaving India in 
the first week of June, will also visit France and the 
Netherlands. 

While in England, Dr. Ranganathan will visit the 
most important British Libraries and will study the National 
and County Central Library schemes in operation. He has 
also been invited to attend a meeting on Classification set up 
by the International Federation for Documentation at the 
Hagne and a meeting of the International Federation of 
Library Associations and to take part in the UNESCO 
Summer School of Library Science to be held in Manchester 
in September. He is also likely to attend the Library 
Conference in Great Britain. We trust that the participa- 
tion of India in library matters at the international level 
will prove an advantege as much to India as the other 
countries. The British Librarians may get into touch with 
Dr.’Ranganathan by writing to c/o The British Council. 


1948-All India Library Conference 

Nagpur University has invited the All-India Library 
Conference to hold its Eighth Session in Nagpur on 15th, 
16th and 17th of October, 1948. A preliminary meeting of 
persons interested in Libraries was held on Friday, the 8th 
April 1948, with Lt. Col. Pandit K.L; Dubey, Vice- 
Chaneellor of the University in the Chair. A provisional 
Working Committee was formed on that day and it has 
been authorised to enrol members of the Reception 
Committee. 

All Libraries, institutions and persons interested in 
libraries will be approached for donations and for sending 
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delegates. The subscriptions fixed for membership of the 
Reception Committee are as follows: 
Patrons ... Rs. 100 or more. 
Donors ... Rs. 25 or more. 
Ordinary Members + a Ie 
The fee for delegates is Rs. 5/-. 

The All India Library Conference is the body which 
looks after the spread of libraries and library movement in 
the country. Libraries are a dynamic instrument of edu- 
eation and in Free India which has to fight hard for the 
liquidation of illiteracy among 90 % of her population, lib- 
raries become a social need. The Nagpur Session of the 
Library Conference is expected to lay deeper foundations 
for the spread of libraries all over India. During its exis- 
tence of 15 years, the Conference is meeting for the first 
time in the Central Provinces and Berar and this will be its 
first Session in a Free India. The University is confident 
that persons both of wealth and learning will make their 
full contribution towards the success of the Nagpur Session 
of the Library Conference 

Lt. Col. Pandit K. L. Dubey, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University, is the Chairman of the Working Committee- 
Mr. A, Avasthi of Morris College, Mr. J. Stevenson. Libra- 
rian, Hislop College and Mr. P. 8. Phadke, Offg, Librarian 
of the University are appointed as Local Secretaries and 
all correspondence relating to the Conference may be 
addressed to them. 

National Central Library for India 

The Government of India have appointed an Expert 
Committee to consider and report on the advisability of 
establishing a National Central Library in India. It is 
proposed that one of the sections of this Library should 
be a Central Coyyright Library to which a copy of all 
publications published in India.will be sent. 

Dr. Tara Chand, the Educational Adviser to the 


86 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 














\v 





= ee UE a cr 





Government of India, is the Chairman of the Committee. 
Other members are: Dr. 8. R. Ranganathan, President, 
Indian Library Association, and Professor of Library 
Science, Delhi University; Dr.S.N.Sen, Director of Archives, 
National Archives of India; Dr. P. M. Joshi, Director of 
Archives, National Archives, Bombay; Dr. D. 8. Kothari, 
Dean of the Faculty of Science, Delhi University and 
Secretary, National Institute of Sciences of India and Mr. 
B. 8. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, Caleutta, who 
is the Secretary of the Committee. 

The proposed Library will aim at being an exhaustive 
collection of national literature in every sense of the term— 
a collection for the use of posterity as well as the present 
generation. It would be the repository of all publications 
of the Central, provincial and State Governments and will 
receive under the Copyright Act two copiesof all publications 
in the country, one for current use and one for preservation. 
A copy of all material published in other countries on India 
or by Indians will be bought. 

The strictly library functions of the proposed institution 
will, however be only one aspect of its work. Another and 
a more important one, will be to act as the liason apex of 
the entire library system in the country. This will give the 
library an opportunity to bring about, among other things, 
a healthy Standard in the provincia] library systems. In 
the earlier years it can also do much to stimulate the deve- 
lopment of a well-co-ordinated, nationwide net work of 
libraries by advice and inspiration. 

Indology 

For certain fields of knowledge specially germane 
to this country, such as Indology, the Library will function 
as the international centre. The Indological abstracts 
prepared by the different national centres of the world will 
be received, merged, co-ordinated, edited and published 
by it. Italy has taken upon itself the responsibility of 
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being the international centre for agriculture. Great Britain 
appears to be doing so for zoology, the United Sfates for 
chemistry, and so on. 

The Library will also act as the ultimate pool for a 
well-organised reference service for whole of the country 
and act as the true representative of the library personality 
of India in the international sphere. 

Cataloguing Bureau 

A very important section of the proposed Library 
will be the Bureau for Co-operative Classification and 
Cataloguing. At present a great deal of time and energy 
is wasted by, let us say, a thousand workers classifying 
and cataloguing the same book in the same way 
in their respective libraries. National econmy will be 
secured and a higher order of conformity to standards will 
become automatic if these technical and impersonal jobs are 
done centrally at one stroke for all copies of the book. To 
illustrate the work, form proofs of all Indian publications 
will be received by the Bureau well in advance of their 
release by the publishers. These will be classified; their 
catalogue will be drafted; and when the book is actually 
released its number will be printed on the back of its title 
page and dust jacket and tooled on its spine; each library 
will receive along with the book all its catalogue cards. For 
foreign books, this work will have to be done after a copy 
arrives in India, and its printed catalogue cards will be 
available to all libraries on order. 


Another very important function of the Library will 
be maintenance of a National Library forthe Blind. There 
are more than sixty lakh blind in India; we cannot afford 
to neglect the mental development of these unfortunates. 
The librarian’s work in this field will embrace, among 
other things, the production of books for the blind, despatch 
of these books to the readers, wherever they may be, and 
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organisation of a reference service for the blind directly by 
correspondence. 

The first meeting of the Expert Committee on the 
National Central Library met on the 7th April], 1948 and 
approved of the functions enumerated in the memorandum 
by Dr. 8. R. Ranganathan. He has been asked to provide a 
development programme with details of staff building, 
finance ‘etc., and also to give a draft library bill to form 
the basis of discussion at the next meeting. 

Imperial (Now) National Library, Calcutta 

Mr. B.S. Kesavan, who was the Curator of Libraries 
in the Central Buraeu of Education at Delhi, has been 
appointed Librarian of the National Library, Calcutta, in 
place of Khan Bahadur K. M. Asadullah who was retired 
from the service in November 1947. 

After having been in charge of the Imperial Library, 
Caleutta, Khan Bahadur Asadullah relinquished charge of 
that Library on the 19th July, 1947 on his appointment as 
Officer on Special Duty, temporarily in charge of the Govern- 
ment of India, Department of Education (Pakistan). He held 
the Office of Librarian for the longest period than any of his 
predecessors and was responsible for introducing so many 
improvements in the organisation of the Library including 
the publication of a certain number of volumes of catalgues 
of the Library. He was also responsible for introducing 
for the first time in the Library a system for training people 
in Librarianship. His activities were not confined to his 
own profession and his own library, but he always took a 
very keen interest in so many educational, social and cul- 
tural activities of the place where he was a_ well 
known figure and very popular in social circles. Khan 
Bahadur was one of the founders and Honorary Secretary 
of the Indian Library Association from 1933 to 1947. 

Present Address of Khan Bahadur is—25, Race 
Course Road, Lahore. (Pakistan). 
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Committee on Documentation 


The Indian Standards Institution has appointed a 
Committee to deal with the problems in the standardisation 
of documentation : | 

1. Dr. 8S. R. Ranganathan, Chairman ; 

2. Mr. B.S. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, 

Caleutta ; 

3. Mr. 8S. Das Gupta, University Librarian, Delhi ; 

4. Mr. Guha Roy, Librarian, National Agricultural 

Reseearch Institute ; 

5. Mr. Gulati, Librarian, Indian Standards Insti- 
tution ; and 

6. M/s. Garde and 8. Parthasarthy of the Delhi 

University Library. 

At its first meeting held on the 12th April, 1948, the 
Committee recommended the addition of the follo. ing in it: 

Librarians of the Indian Institute of Science, Kanza- 
lore; Central Board of Revenue, Delhi; Indian Fede-ation 
of Chambers of Commerce and tle Tata Steel Industri:s, 
Jamshedpur and the Editor of the Journal of Industrial and 
Scientific Research. 

The Committee also formulated replies to the references 
from International Standards Organisation on the standard- 
isation of periodicals, mode of reference in books and other 
matters and authorised Dr.S.R.Ranganathan (as a delegate) 
to deal with the other problems of this matter which might 
arise at the meeting at the Hague in June next. The Com- 
mittee also considered Dr. Ranganathan’s formula for stan- 
dardising the strength of staff of a library and resolved that 
it be given publicity. Dr. Lal C. Verman, the Director of 
the Indian Standards Institution, the Deputy and Assistant 
Directors also attended the meeting of the Committee. 

Firka Libraries 

In the G,O. MS. No. 9 of the 12th January, 1948, the 

Fika Development Department has sanctioned the formation 
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of 25 Central Libraries, one for each of the 25 Firkas 
selected for intensive reconstruction work. Branch libraries 
Shall be established in each village of the Firkas. They 
will be in charge of the Headmaster of the elementary 
schools in the villages or, in the absence of a school, of the 
Village Headman, The Government is sanctioning to each 
Central Library Rs. 3180/- for initial equipment and an 
annual recurring expenditure of Rs. 500/- for books and 
Rs. 210/- for other expenses. The selection of books is 
left in the hands of Firka Development Officer. 

The sorriest part of the schemes is that the Central 
Library is ordered to be manned by one librarian on Rs. 
24-1-32-4-35 and one eyele-peon. Educated men of sufficient 
standing are expected to be reeruited as librarians and have 
to furnish suitable security to safeguard against any loss to 
the library. When will these victorian notions about 
libraries leave our land ! 

It is strange that this scheme should be rushed through 
by one department of the Government when the Minister of 
Edueation is piloting a library bill in the legislature. 
Starting of libraries on basis like the above will “be more 
harmful than helpful to the library development of our 
country. The scheme discloses utter ignorance of the 
existance of a library profession whose technical services 
are necessary to convert a collection of books into a live 
library. 


Mahatma Gandhi Relics Preservation Committee 


A Committee to be known as Mahatma Gandhi Relies 
Preservation Committee has been formed for the purpose 
of collecting information about places, institutions and 
articles associated with Mahatma Gandhi and also for 
gathering together all such moveable of special interest as 
may be available. The idea is to preserve and to make 
arrangements to protect allsuch obj cts which are calculated 
to be of historical importance. 

Members of the Committee Are ;— 

3abu Rajendraprasad, President, Indian National 
Congress as the Chairman, Shri Kakasaheb Kalekar as 
Secretary, and Shri Devdas Gandhi, Shri Pyarelal and 
Shri Kamanayan Bajaj as members to co-opt. 

Among the places and things about which the Com- 
mittee desires information are:—(i) All places of interest 
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associated with important events and landmarks in Gandhi- 
ji’s life (ii) articles of personal use which may have been 
in service of Gandhiji at any time, (iii) all articles which 
may serve aS mementoes. 

~ Jt is also intended, as part of the projected National 
Memorial to make adequate arrangements for the collection, 
preservation, editing and in suitable cases of publication of 
his manuscripts, articles, private correspondence and 
published and unpublished writings; some of them are 
widely dispersed and a call be made for their collection in 
due course. In the meantime there is danger of valuable 
material getting deteriorated or lost. The Committee there- 
fore appeals to all those who may have such material or 
information regarding the same in their possession. to ecom- 
municate with the Secretary at Bajajwadi, Wardha. (India). 
Indian Histnrical Records Commission 


The 24th Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission was held in Jaipur from Feb. 21 to 23 and was 
inaugurated by the Maharajah of Jaipur. In the unavoid- 
able absence of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Minister for 
Education, Dr. Sir 8.8. Bhatnagar, Secretary, Ministry of 
Education, presided. 

This was the first meeting of the Commission since 
August 15, 1947 and all the Provinees and principal States. 
of the Indian Dominion as well as Universities and other 
educational institutions were represented in the Session. 
The Commission has been considerably strengthened by the 
appointment of some of the most eminent archivists of 
Europe and the United States of America as corresponding 
members. 

A number of interesting historital papers based on 
unpublished documents were read and archival questions of 
international importance discussed by the Commission. 
Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit Institute 

The Trustees and Membersof the Managing Committee 
of the Jamsetjee Nesserwanjee Petit Institute, Bombay, 
have decided to celebrate its Golden Jubilee on May 1, 
1948. His Excellency Sir Mahraj Singh, the Governer will 
preside. 

Gandhiji’s Records For National Archives 

Messrs. Columbia Records of India have presented to 
the National Archives of India, two new copies of their re- 
cords of Mahatma Gandhi’s spiritual message. 
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It will be recalled that the Indian Historical Records 
Commission has recently submitted a proposal to the Go- 
vernment of India for the acquisition of the letters and 
other records of Mahatma Gandhi for preservation in the 
National Archives repository. 

Medical Library 


Mr. B. G. Kher, Prime Minister of Bombay, opened 
a medical Library in memory of Dr. A. P. Bacha at the 
Seth G. S. Medical College, Bombay, on March 30, 1948. 

The library is a collection of medical books worth 
about Rs. 1,50,000, which Dr. Bacha, an honorary surgeon 
in the K.E.M. Hospital and the Seth G. S. Medical College 
for nearly ten years from the inception of those institutions, 
had collected in his life time. 

Dr. Bacha had expressed his wish to present his library 
as a ‘parting gift’’ to the institutions. 

His two sons and trustees of his estate, in accordance 
with his wishes, donated: the library to the Seth G.S. 
Medical College in his memory. 

The Dean of the College, Dr. R. G. Dhayagude, 
weleoming the Premier, referred to the keen interest of the 
Premier in educational matters. Mr. Kher then opened the 
library and unveiled a portrait of Dr. Bacha. 

Dr. P.C. Bharucha, who has donated Rs. 1,00,000 
to the College library was among those present at the 
funetion. 

The Premier hoped the College library would soon be- 
come the best medical library in India. He advised medical 
students to concentrate their energies on constructive work 
and to be of service to the common people. 

Bibliography:on Gandhian Literature 

Entries for the Bibliography on Gandhian Literature 
are still coming to our Office. It has been decided to 
publish .a separate Supplement with the June 1948 issue. 
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Provincial and Special Library Associations in India 

A Sub-Committee consisting of the Editor, The 
'ydian Tibrerian, Shri T. C. Dutta, Bengal Library Asso- 

ition, Shri HW. K. Vyas, Librarian, People’s Free Reading 

R-om & Library, Bombay was appointed by the Indian 
Libeary Association to collect exhaustive information re- 
eerding the various activities of these Associations for the 
last two years. The information collected will be presented 
to the Couneil of the Indian Library Association in their 
next mecting to be held at Nagpur on October 15th or 16th. 
[t is reqested that all events and reports of these Associa- 
tions may be sent to THE Eprtor, Inpran LIBRARIAN by the 
Sth September 1948 at the latest. 
Nafional Book Centre in India 

With the full support of the UNESCO National Co- 
op reting Body for Libraries, plans for the creation of a 
National Pook Centrein India have beenmade by the Editor 
of the Inpran Lrprarian, Talbot House, The Mall, Simla. 
Such a Book Centre would serve as a Clearing-House for 
publieations in co-operation with the Centres which already 
exist in the U.S. A., Denmark and the United Kingdom. 
Further, Book Centres provide practical and relatively eco- 
nomical machinery to assist the free flow of publications 
and can greatly contribute to the stimulation of long term 
exchange developments throughout the world. This Centre 
will serve all links in a world-wide scheme for the free 
distribution and exchange of publications with those librar- 
ries in India and particularly in East Punjab have suffered 
in communal riots. All Communications and further en- 
quires can be had from the Editor, Inpran LrpraArrAn, Talbot 
House, The Mall, Simla. 
On the Internationn! Situation 

UNESCO’S Book of Needs of Fifteen War-Devastated 
Countries in Education, Science and Culture published in 
Paris in 1947 will soon be availaple ata copy. (Dollor one) 
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Rao Sahib Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, M. A., D. Litt., L. T., F. L. A., 
President, Indian Library Assoc‘ation. 








OUR PESIDENT HONOURED 

The Governor-General, Lord Mountbatton, Chancellor of the 
Delhi University conferred the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters 
on Rao Sahib 8. R. Ranganathan, President, Indian Library Associa” 
tion inadmiration of his services to the Library Profession on 
Sunday, the March 7th 1948 in Special Convocation held in connec- 
tion with the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Delhi University. 

Sir Maurice Gwyer, the Vice Chancellor in presenting Mr. 8. R. 
Ranganathan to the Chancellor for the econferment of the Degree 
of Doctor of Letters honoris causa. 

“Sir, I present to you Shiyali Ramamrita Ranganathan, 
President of the Indian Library Association. A graduate of Madras 
and at the beginning of his career teacher of mathematics, he was 
for twenty-one years Librarian of the Madras University Library 
and after his retirement became Librarian of the University Library 
at Benares. He is the father of Library Science in India and has 
done more than any other man to make India, as the saying goes, 
library-conscious. The first Public Libraries Bill in India intro- 
duced appropriately enough in the legislature of his Province of 
Madras a few weeks ago is his own child. His works cover every 
field of Library Science and themselves constitute a library. His 
reputation as a Librarian extends far beyond the borders of his 
own country and his opinion and advice are valued in all lands 
where books and libraries are held in honour. 

[ pray that you may be pleased to confer upon Sh'val’ 
Ramamrita Ranganat han the degree of Doctor of Letters honeris 
causal. 


TRIBUTES BY THE INDIAN LIBRARIANS 


G. Hancmnatua Rao, Mysore. 

Every one in the Library profession has been glad to learn that 
the Delhi University has done Rao Sahib Ranganathan the honour 
of conferring on him a doctorate degree. It is for the first tim» that 
a Librarian has been honoured thus for the research done by him 
in the field of Library science and it is only natural that this 
honour should go to Rao Sahib Ranganathan who is undoubtcdly 
the foremost Scholar in India in the field of Library Science. The 
monumental works he has written on all the branches of the science 
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and the various devices in classification evolved by him in develop- 
ine the Colon Classification will secure for him a place in the history 
of the Science. The Delhi University has made notable advance in 
introducing a degree course in Librarianship. In this and also in 
the attention it is paying to the reorganization of the University 
Library, the Delhi University has set an example to all other 
Universities in India. 

Tara Srincu, Lucknow. 

Dr. Ranganathan, or to give him his full name, Shiyali 
Ramamrita Ranganathan will always be remembered as the greatest 
Incian Librarian of his generation, a pioneer of Indian Library 
Movement and the orignator of a scheme of Classification which 
has been acclaimed throughout the world as an original and 
scholarly contribution to library science. 

He is the author of almost all the standard books on library 
science which has been published in India. He was the founder of 
Madras Library Association and had been its Secretary sinee 1928. 
Delhi Univers'ty is indeed fortunate in having such a man as Dr. 
Ranganathan as its Professor of Library Science. 

HInGw E, K.S., Poona. 

As a first outstanding and popular Professor of the School of 
Library Seience you have laid the students of Library Science 
under a deep of gratitude by your genial temperament and scholar- 
ship. Your association with the Indian Library Association 
as its Pres‘dent js an active one and it is gratifying to remember 
how by your lovable nature and enthusiasm you have furthered 
the carse of Library Movement in this Country. I wish you long 
life and good health to enable you to render still greater service to 
the cause which you have undertaken. 

Varma, V.P. Pizant. (Jaipur State). 

The 7th March, 1948 will go down in the history of Library 
Movement in India as a Red Letter Day. Hitherto looked down 
with seorn and indifference the profession on that momentous day 
received its due recognition from the State and tha People when 
at a special Convocation the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters 
was conferred upon our giant Librarian, Rao Sahib 8S. R. Ranga- 
nathan, along with our giant politician, statesman, and educational- 
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ists like Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru-and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 
It is indeed a matter of great pride, honour and rejoicing to us that 
the great services of our beloved leader have borne fruit in raising 
the status and dignity of our Profession and successfully bringing 
it to the level of other recognised respectful professions. 

In offering him our sincerest felicitation on this great 
occasion we pledge ourselves to follow his lead and to put in our 
mite to raise the standard of our profession to still greater heights. 
BaNNEBII, B. N. Calcutta. 

Universities in India in the past have conferred Honorary 
Degrees on people who have made their marks in different spheres 
of life, but this is the first time that an Indian University has con- 
ferred the unique distinction of D. Litt., on an eminent Indian who 
is well known for his activities in connection with the Library 
movement in the country. Rao Saheb S. R. Ranganathan is 
mainly responsible for bringing the Indian Library Association into 
existence and the different Library organisations and Associations 
that are trying to make the people more and more library conscious 
derive their inspiration from him. Rao Saheb will be long remem- 
bered not only for his contribution to the different asqects of 
Librarianship but also for his efforts towards creating a band of 
ardent workers burning with enthusiasm with the cause so dear to 
him, working silently and ceaselessly without adequate compensa- 
tion trying to carry his massage to the millions of Indian men and 
women living in remotest villages. The action of Delhi University 
has certainly brought his long cherished dream of seeing the country 
crowded with a net work of libraries having some sort of interrela- 
tion and communication with each other, one step nearer fulfil- 
ment. 


SUBRAHMANYAM, D. Benares. 

For the astounding and all round work Rao Saheb did in the 
field of Library Science and the re-orientation of the subject in the 
philosophical outlook of India, the Universities of India ought to have 
recognised the merit earlier ; but the loss of opportunity of two 
Universities has been a gain to the University of Delhi. 

Vyas, H. K. Bombay. 
As an eminent Librarian, Rao Saheb has done much work and 
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has given to us all an asset, which will remain with us for a long 
time, it is his intension to see the library movement to its zenith 
and he is doing his best to this direction. All his books are the 
best source of something new. And in free India his plans for the 
Library development are many and he is after their success. 


Parkui, R. 8. Poona. 

Dr. Ranganathan is not a mere pioneer, he is a builder and an 
architect of the Indian Library Profession of the highest order. He 
has in fact created Indian Librarianship and Indian Library Science 
of a very advanced order. He has made Western experts closely 
learn his methods. Some of the experts are even expressing their 
views that the methods deserve to be adopted in Western libraries 
also. He is to us what Dr. Melvil Dewey was to the United States 
of America and James Duff Brown was to the United Kindom. 


Kc.LHATKAaR, V. P. Poona. 

The selflessness of this leader and worker of library movement 
knows no bounds. Illness, weakness, weariness restrain him little or 
not at all. Hissympathy is constant and genuine and not based on 
personal freak. His pupils have been flooded with letters from him 
whenever they needed them. 

May his restless efforts bear many more conducive fruit ; May 
the Library Movement reap plenty from the rich productions of his 
prolific, magic-pen. 

OHDEDAR, A. K. Benaras 

Of Rao Sahib’s achievement distinction, fame and work, other 
tributes are there to appraise. It is not the privilege of all to under- 
stand aud recognise the great. And the fact is there that Benares 
Hindu University could not understand Rao Sahib S.R. Rangana- 
than, Delhi University greeted him and recognised his merits with 
the token of the be fitting offer of D. Litt., Degree. Hats off to 
Delhi University and long live Dr. Ranganathan. 


New VinuaGe Lrpraries IN Bompay 


The Government of Bombay have approved the plan of 
opening 500 village libraries within a five year period at a total 
cost of Rs. 2,59,500. 
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BOOKSHELF 


SHORTER NOTICES 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A YOGI! 


This is the first time that an authentic Hindi Yogi has written 
his life story fora Western audience. Describing in vivid detail 
his many years of spiritual training under a Christlike master - Sri 
Yukteswar of Serampore, Bengal - Yogananda has here revealed a 
fascinating and little-known phase of modern India. The subtle but 
definite laws by which yogis perform miracles and attain complete 
self-mastery are explained with a scientific clarity. 

There are colorful chapters on the author’s visits to Mahatma 
Gandhi, Sir Jagdis Chandra Bose, and Rabindranath Tagore. The 
section dealing with Yogananda’s Western experiences includes a 
chapter on his great friend, Luther Burbank, and on account of the 
author’s pilgrimage to Bavaria in 1935 to meet Therese Neumann. 
the amazing Catholic stigmatist. 


After establishing a High School with Yoga training at Ranchi 
India, Yogananda went to America in 1920 as the India’s delegate to 
the International Congress of Religious Liberals. He has lectured 
extensively in the United States and abroad, and is the founder of a 
Yoga Institute at Encinitas, California. 

Yogananda is a graduate of Caleutta University, he writes not 
only with unforgettable sincerity but with an incisive wit. 


ESSAYS IN SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY 2 


The essays contained in the present volume represent a cross- 
section from the career of the distinguished philosopher. Some are 
of biographical nature, as the enchanting ‘“‘Memories”’ ; others treat 
of the perennial philosophical problems. Here are also, Whitehead’s 
thoughts on the meaning and future of learning ; and finally, some 
of his basic theories in the science of mathematics. 











1 Yegananda, Paramhansa. Autobiography of a Yegi. 1946. New York : Philesophical 
Library. Dollor 3.75 


2 Whitehead, A. N. Essays in Seiance and Philosophy. 1947. New York : Philosophical 
Library. Dollor 4.75 
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HINDU PHILOSOPHY 3 
Who were India’s foremost thinkers? What system did they 

establish ? What problems have agitated the minds of India’s 

philosophers, intellectuals and mystics ? . 

Dr. Bernard, who will be remembered for his “Land of a 
Thousand Buddhas” and “Heaven Lies Within Us,” answers these 
questions alike to the layman and the special student of India and 
her philosophie life without effecting a compromise with Western 
philosophy and its narrow categories. Moreover, the important 
Kashmir Shaivism, so long omitted from works on Indian Philoso- 
phy, has at last been given its due here. 

In a sense, a major portion of the book is also a dictionary - a 
dictionary of Sanskrit philosophical terms, arranged alphabetically, 
explained as to grammatical construction or composition, and 
defined, often with emphasis on. special meaning within the different 
types of philosophy. 

A BIBLE FOR THE LIBERAL 4 

The purpose of this anthology is to help those critical with 
even prejudicial eyes, to get a view of the majestic panorma that 
unfolds itself in the writings of the great Hebrew and Christian Men 
of God. 

The believer, as well as the non-believer will be able to find in 
this book the essential ethics of the great law-givers and prophets of 
biblical times. 

STORM OVER HYDERABAD ® 

In this able booklet, the one on the subject, Romesh Thapar, 
ex-Assistant Editor of the ‘Times of India’ and, till recently, 
European Editor of ‘“The Free Press of India’’, traces the historical 
development of Hyderabad, explains the disposition of the forces 
at work, and gives a clear political analysis of this complex and 
little-understood problem. 

TO THE BUILDERS OF TOMORROW « 


The book which is written in the form of a series of letters to 





3 Bernard, Theos. Hindu Philosophy, 1947. Mew Yor: Philesiphical Library Dollor 3 75 
4 Runes D. D. A Bihle for the liberal. 1946 New Yourk : Philosophical Library. Dollor 3.50 
5 Thapar, Romesh. Storm over Hyderabad 1948. Bombay: Kutub Publishers Limited. P. 31. As. 8. 
6 Desai. Medhri, To the buiders of tomorrow, Foreword by R.N. Caoper, Illustrated by Nivedita 
Saya Photographs by Sunil Janab. 1948. Bombay: Oxford Untversity Press. P. 186. 
3. 8-8. 
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two children tells the exciting story of the conquest of disease 
through the ages. The dathd: appeals primarily to the younger 
generation of our country to jéin in the fight for scientific knowledge 
against fear, illiteracy, ignorance and superstition. The many 
remarkable photographs with which the book is furnished, have 
been chosen deliberately to shock the reader and make him 
conscious of the very urgent need for extension of social and 
medical services in our country. This much needed book will 
undoubtedly serve a high social purpose. 
KANTHAPURA | 

It is the story of how the Congress struggle for Independence 
reached the smal] Sonth-Indian village, Kanthapura. Raja Rao, 
the author has in recent years produced vital and original stories 
and established himself as one of the foramost of modern Indian 
writers. A collection of his short stories published as Volume 1 in 
the Champak Library Series under the title of THE COW OF THE 
BARRICADES has met with very favourable response from both 
press and public. 


7 Rao, Raja. Kanthapura. 1948. Bombay: Oxford University Press. Rs. 6. 





‘A book which suggests not only what 
can be done, put to some extent how it 
ean be accomplished’’. 
LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR INDIA 
by 
Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, M.a., D. Litt., L.T , F,L.A., 
President, InpIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

CONTENTS 

Conspectus— 

The case for library Service; Modern library bill for a 
state ; Union library function & Union Bill; Library lay-out 
for India; Library man-power for India; Library finance 
for India; Stages for progress. 

The book is the revised edition of the National Library 
System—A Plan for India, with Some model details to make 
it easy to visualise the way in which the System will work, 


A Book Every Library Should Own 
200 pages — Rs 5-8-0 
THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 


Talbot House, The Mall, 
SIMLA (India) 
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PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 
Mind of Mahatma Gandhi, compiled by R. K. Prapau & 
U. R. Rao. 1946. Bompay: 
OxFORD UNIVERSITY PREss. 
My early life, (1869—1914), by M. K. Ganpur; arranged and 
edited by Mahadeo Desai. 1946. 
BomBaY OxFrorD UNIVERSITY PREssS. 
Plan for Edueation, by F. G. PEARCE. 1948. 
BomBaY UNIVERSITY PREss. 
Problems of Men, by Jonn Dewey. 1946. New York: 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 
Soviet Ballet, by Jurtm Stonmsky & Oruners. = 1947. 
New York : PxrosopuicaL Liprary. 
Soviet Philosophy; a study of theory and _ practice, by 
JOHN SOMERVILLE. NEW YORK : 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 
Storm over Hyderabad, by Romesh TuHapar. Bompay : 
Kutus PusiisHers Lrp. 
Trial of Mjor War Criminals before the International Military 
Tribunal. 1947. Vol. 1. 
( Official Documents NUREMBERG ) 
Twentieth Century Philosophy ; living schools of thought, by 
D. D. Runes. New York ; 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 
Bibliograpnia Poloniae Bibliographica. R. 1947 Nr. 1. 
Wypawca : Panstwowy Instytut Ksiazk1, Lodz, UL. 
Der Volksbibliothekar, October 1946. Berii/Lepzic. 
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TO GUR SUBSCRIBERS 


Due to abnormal increase in labour and other cost and the 
high price and inadequate supply of both foreign and country 
made papers and printing materials, the cost of pnblication of the 
INDIAN LIBRARIAN has also been exceedingly enhanced and we 
have been suffering losses for the last two years. Inspite of this 
we refrai ned from increasing the rates of subscription uptil as we 
expected that after the termination of the war costs and prices 
would come down. But as there is a rising level as yet instead 
of a fall we are obliged to inerease slightly the rates for our 
subscription. 

As from Volume 3 (June 1948), the annual rate of subscrip 
tion to the INDIAN LIBRARIAN will be Rs. 8-8 inland. The foreign 
annual subscription will be 16 Shillings or Dollor 3.50 respectively 
Single Copy Rs. 2-4. 
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TO OUR ADVERTISERS 


The Indian Librarian is the most widely read and 
quoted Library Quarterly. Many prominent Librarians 
and Edueationists in India and abroad are among its 
regular Contributors. It is being subscribed to by almost 
all the Government, University, Public, Municipal, 
College, School and Special Libraries in the Country and 
by many foreign libraries and institutions in Great Britain; 
the United States, Canada, Australia, France, Germany, 
Russia, Switzerland, Ireland, Italy, South Africa, Burma, 
and Pakistan. It is the only Library Journal published in 
the Country. It has a most purposeful general circulation. 


RATES OF ADVERTISEMENT 
Fullpage Half page Quarter 
80 70 





Four Insertions... Rs. 100 ( 
Two ws ~~ - 60 45 35 
Single ,, ‘“ 35 25 20 


° 99 
Advance Evaluation about new Publications, Adver- 
tisments, Books for Review. Booklists, and all other Com- 
munications should be Addressed to the Editor. 


THE INDIAN LIBRARAN, 
Talbot House, The Mall, 
SIMLA (INDIA), 





Printed at Manohar Electric Press, Simla by Sant Ram Bhatia and published by him from 
Talbot House, The Mall, Simla, India. 



























a Nee 





20TH CENTURY ENGLISH 
WILLIAM 8. KNICKERBOCKER, Epitor. A selection of 
thirty-six essays clariiying and interpreting such issues as Basic 
English, Semantics. The Nature of Speech, Language in 
Edueation, Remedial Work, Writing for the Public, The 
Teaching ot Compusition, Literary Criticism, &e. 5.00 
DICTIONARY OF WORD ORIGINS 
JOSEPH T. SHIPLEY, Eprror. Thousands of word-histories— 
from ancient Sanskrit right through World War Il—told with 
authority in a lively style. ‘‘Pleasant and fruitful hours for any 
reader.’ —TuHeE New York TIMEs. 5.00 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PSYCHOLOGY 
PHILIP LAWRENCE HARRIMAN, Eprtor. One of the most 
important reference books in psychology to appear in many 
decades. Definitive articles written by renowned authorities deal 
with all the major topics in modern psychology. 10.00 
FIRST ENCOUNTER 
By JOHN DOS PASSOS. A novel in which the author recounts 
his experiences as an ambulance driver in the first World War. 
‘*He lets his character grow from a callow, stilted, bookish youth 
to disillusioned war shocked veteran. The last few chapters are 
superb.”’—STerLING Norru, N. Y. Post. 2.00 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN EDUCATION 
HARRY N. RIVLIN, Epiror. A reference book for teachers, 
administrators, parents and other students of education. A 
complete cross-indexing makes the Encyclopedia a convenient 
reference book. 10.00 
20TH CENTURY EDUCATION 
P. F. VALENTINE, Eprror. A volume of cooperative effort, 
in which many distinguished educators and scholars have 
collaborated. 7.50 
PHYSICS OF THE 20th CENTURY 
By PASCUAL JORDAN. “ Well written in non-technical 
terms...the book is a ‘must’ for an ever increasing number of 
scientists.’’—SCIENCE. 4,00 
NARCOTICS AND DRUG ADDICTION 
By ERICH HESSE. All the pleasure drugs of our time, 
methods of production, addictions and cures—are completely 
described in simple, understandable language. 5.00 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS DICTIONARY (In Five Languages) 
By FRANK GAYNOR. In one handy volume, all the words, 
terms and phrases, crossindexed in English, Spanish, French, 
German and Italian. ‘This book will be a valuable aid to 
translators, importers, exporters, and commercial correspon- 
dents—in fact to any one who sends or receives communications 
in foreign languages.’’— INDUSTRIAL CANADA. 6.00 


Books of Lasting value 
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15 East 40th Street, Dept. 208, New York 16, N.Y., U.S.A ° 
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